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SUB J : URUGUAYAN PRESS HITS EXPROPRIATION OF PERUVIAN PRESS 

1. ALL MONTEVIDEO DAILIES HAVE GIVEN HEAVY PLAY TO 
PERU'S EXPROPRIATION OF MAJOR NEWSPAPERS. IN ADDITION 
TO WIRE SERV- 
ICE STORIES ANDOTHER COMMENT FROM ABROAD, 

PERU'S DECISION HAS BEEN CONDEMNED IN EDITORIALS AND 
COLUMNS. IN ADDITION, THE BLANCO PARTY ORGAN, EL PAIS 
REPRINTED WHAT IT HEADLINED AS "THE LAST FREE EDITORIAL 
OF A PERUVIAN DAILY" (FROM EL COMERCIO) 

2. AS EXPECTED, THE LOCAL PRESS WAS UNIFORMLY CRITICAL. 

A CONSERVATIVE LA MANANA EDITORIAL TERMED THE PERUVIAN 
MOVE "AN INEXCUSABLE DECISION, A FLAGRANT AFFRONT TO 
FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND TO FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, 

IN THE FACE OF WHICH IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO REMAIN SILENT 
OR COMPLACENT." 

3. THE BATTLISTA EL DIA TOOK ISSUE NOT ONLY WITH THE DECISION 
BUT ALSO WITH THE LOGIC BEHIND IT, ARGUING THAT LARGE 
CIRCULATIONS ARE NOT DUE TO CAPITALISTIC MANIPULATION BUT 
RATHER TO THE ABILITY OF A PAPER TO ATTRACT, CONVINCE 
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EDITORIAL EXTENDED THIS THEME, STATING, "TO SAY IN THESE 
DAYS THAT THE PRESS AS A BUSINESS ENTERPRISE IMPEDES THAT 
WHICH SERVIES THE GENERNAL INTEREST IS TO INSULT GRATUITOUSLY 
THE BEST TRADITION AND THE MOST ARDUOUS STRUGGLES; AND 
IT IS TO IGNORE THAT WHICH, IN THESE VERY DAYS, IS BEING 
DEMONSTRATED BEFORE THE ADMIRING EYES OF THE WHOLE WORLD: 
THAT A FREE AND STRONG PRESS IS CAPABLE OF SHAKING NO LESS 
THAN THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES THROUGH PARLIAMEN- 
TARY REPERCUSSION FROM THECHARGES FORMULATED IN ITS COLUMNS." 

4. EL PAIS PUBLISHED A THOUGHTFUL COMMENT ON JULY 31 IN 
THE GUISE OF A LETTER. IT SAID, INTER ALIA, "...THE 
GOVERNMENT OF PERU SHUT OFF THELAST REDOUBTSOF FREE 
THOUGHT... WITH IT THE GOVERNMENT OF THAT BROTHERCOUNTRY 
DID NOTHING ORIGINAL, ON THE CONTRARY, IT TRAVELS THE 
SAME INEXORABLE ROAD OF ALL REGIMES OF FORCE, DRESSED 

IN BROWN SHIRTS OR RED, OR SIMPLY WITH TINGES OF ONE 
OR THE OTHER, SOON CLOSING LFE SCRIPTS OF FREE 
EXPRESSION TOLEAVE OPEN ONLY THOSE WHICH CARRY SWEET 
PRAISE, AND BEHIND THAT THE MUDDY WATER OF LIES, MIS- 
INFORMATION AND DECEPTION OF THE MULTITUDES." 

5. THERE HAVE BEEN SEOM INTERESTING LOCAL SIDELIGHTS TO 
THE PERUVIAN MATTER. FIRST, A PAID STATEMENT OF THE PERUVIAN 
EMBASSY APPEARED ONLY IN A LEFTIST WEEKLY, APPARENTLY 
HAVING BEEN REJECTED BY THE OTHER PAPERS. SECOND, 

EL DIA RAN TWO EDITORIALS ON FREEDOM AND HUMAN RIGHTS, 

ONE OF WHICH DID NOT MENTION PERU AND ONE WHICH DID SO 
ONLY MARGINALLY. THE LOCAL PLAY OF THE PERUVIAN SITUATION 
IS NOT ONLY A WAIL OF GRIEF FOR THREATENED COLLEAGUES 
BUT ALSO ONLY A SLIGHTLY VIELED PLEA FOR GREATER FREEDOM 
OF EXPRESSION IN URUGUAY. 
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